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Bourne Conservation Commission Policy 10-1
Landscaping & Yard Work
(small projects not requiring heavy equipment)

The Bourne Conservation Commission has prepared this guidance policy to
assist the landowner and the professional landscaper with their responsibilities
pursuant to the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (MGL C. 131, s. 40) and
the Town of Bourne Wetlands Protection Bylaws, Article 3.7. The jurisdiction of
the Commission under these laws is 100’ from the boundary of the resource area
(wetland resource area), within any A or V flood zones and within 200’ of any
river (freshwater or tidal and/or in an Area of Critical Environmental Concern).
BEFORE ANY WORK COMMENCES IT IS ADVISABLE TO CALL OUR
CONSERVATION OFFICE AT 759-0615 ext. 344.

Through the many years of review and on-site inspection the Commission has
prepared this guidance policy to clarify which activities can proceed WITHOUT a
filing with the Commission and those activities likely to require a filing.

The maintenance of EXISTING landscaped areas and gardens which occur
within the Buffer Zone (Area upgradient of the Wetland Resource Area) or within
the A or V flood zones or within the Riverfront (existing landscaped areas only)
are Not likely to Require Conservation Commission filing or review.

Activities such as:

1) Lawn mowing, trimming (bushes & trees), cutting down dead/damaged
trees, rototilling the existing garden, top dressing the existing lawn,
placement of patio bricks, repair of walkways (with gravel, stonedust,
brick, rock, slate or other materials), replacing landscape timbers,
plantings of various landscape stock (trees, bushes, flowers, etc.)
Placing of leaves, grass, clippings, brush, etc. within a wetland is
considered filling and it is illegal.

NOTE:These permitted activities are for EXISTING landscaped areas. THESE

ACTIVITIES MAY NOT OCCUR WITHIN A WETLAND RESOURCE
AREA without at least the filing of a Request for A Determination of Applicability
(except in flood zones and riverfront).

2) If your project includes tree cutting and removal of understory brush the
Commission would not consider the area to be an “EXISTING
LANDSCAPED AREA.”

3) The Conservation Agent is available to conduct a site visit and make an
“‘Administrative Decision” as to whether or not a particular situation might
require the filing of a Request For a Determination of Applicability and/or a
Notice of Intent.





Projects proposed for the Buffer Zone, flood zones A & V or riverfront that Likely
Will Require the filing of a Request For Determination of Applicability
and/or a Notice of Intent are the following:

Projects that substantially change (change in elevation of more than 6”
over a period of time) the existing topography of the parcel, projects that

require heavy equipment (backhoes, bulldozers, etc.), projects requiring
excavation of more than 2 cubic yards of soil, projects that will entail filling that
changes elevations more than 6”, constructing fixed structures (deck, shed,
gazebo, etc.), clearing trees and/or brush from areas not presently landscaped
and major “make-over” landscape jobs.

Adopted: April 5, 1998; Reviewed & Revised on 3/18/2010







Bourne Conservation Commission Policy 10-2
MOUNDED SEPTIC SYSTEM POLICY

The following policies apply to areas within the Commission's jurisdiction, specifically, but not
limited to, flood zones A and V and within 200’ of riverfront and Areas of Critical
Environmental Concern and within 100’ of wetland resource areas.

1) Proposed septic system mounding or those with proposed changes in elevation greater
than 2°/in excess of 2’ shall require a Notice of Intent filing.

2) Plans of septic systems must be stamped and signed by an engineer. NO

PHOTOCOPIED ENGINEERING STAMP OR SIGNATURE WILL BE
ACCEPTED.

Adopted: June 7, 1998

Reviewed and revised: October 7, 1998
Revised and Reissued: 1/8/04
Reviewed and Reissued: 3/18/2010







Bourne Conservation Commission Policy 10-4
Regulations for the Four Ponds Conservation Area

These regulations are promulgated under MGL Chapter 40, section 8C, the
Conservation Commission Act. These regulations are enforceable by any
Conservation Commissioner, any Town Natural Resource Officer, State
Environmental Police Officer, Town of Bourne Conservation Agent and any Town
or State Police Officer who are hereby made “agents of the Commission” for this
purpose. Violation of any of these regulations may result in court action and/or a
fine not to exceed $100.00 for each violation.

1. PERMITTED USES: Walking, jogging, cross country skiing, fishing (if
licensed to do so by the Commonwealth), mountain biking on designated
trails only, nature study, horse back riding, walking leashed pets, and hunting
(according to “C” below and any posted regulations).

a. Property is open to the public between 5 am to 10 pm.

b. Fishing is permitted to those holding a valid Massachusetts Fishing
License.

C. Hunting is restricted to those holding a valid Commonwealth Hunting
License and to those land areas between Upper Pond and Town
Forest. NO HUNTING IS ALLOWED ON FREEMAN POND, THE
BASIN POND, SHOP POND OR ABUTTING UPLANDS.

2. PROHIBITED USES: Unauthorized cutting of vegetation, motorized vehicles
of any type (except official vehicles), group gatherings without prior approval
of the commission, diverting of any stream, littering, introduction of any non-
native animals or plants, picking of vegetation, use of drugs and/or alcoholic
beverages or the use of paint ball guns.

a. Only official motorized vehicles will be permitted. This prohibition
applies to trail bikes, ATVs, mopeds, motorcycles, go carts, tri-bikes,
and all other kinds of gas/diesel/propane powered vehicles. Violators
will be considered trespassers and will be fined a sum up to $100.00
for each offense.

b. Persons apprehended for the unauthorized cutting of vegetation will be
fined a sum up to $100.00 for each offense and be required to make
restitution.

c. Littering will result in a fine of up to $100.00

d. Persons who fail to disperse for any “agent of the Commission” will be
considered trespassers and will be subject to arrest.

3. At any time the Commission reserves the right to change, add, or delete any
regulation governing this area.

Adopted and voted_March 16, 1989
Reviewed and revised: March 19, 1999 and 1/8/04 & 6/3/04
Reviewed and reissued: March 18, 2010












Bourne Conservation Commission Policy 10-3
Policy Regarding the Floodzone

1. Any new dwelling to be built within the flood zone AE or VE as per the latest
FEMA map will require a filing of a Notice of Intent and plans prepared and
stamped by a professional engineer and/or professional architect.

2. Structures such as decks, patios, shed (within a VE-zone), additions, etc. will
require at least the filing of a Request for Determination of Applicability if any
alterations of the ground is required.

3. All building within the floodzone must be constructed in accordance with the
Massachusetts State Building Code 780 CMR and the Town of Bourne
Lowland Regulations at section 3100.

Adopted: July 13, 1983
Reviewed and revised: March 16, 1989 & December 2, 1998

Reviewed and revised: January 8, 2004
Reviewed and Reissued: March 18, 2010







Bourne Conservation Commission Policy 10-5
Regulation for the Use of Conservation Areas

The following policy regarding the use of Town of Bourne Conservation Areas
was adopted at a public hearing pursuant to MGL Chapter 40, section 8C on
August 24, 1983, revised on November 16, 1983 and July 10, 1985. Further
revisions were made at a public hearing held on April 20, 1988 and on March 17,
1999.

These regulations are enforceable by any Conservation Commissioner, Natural
Resource Officer, State Environmental Police Officer, Town of Bourne
Conservation Agent and any Town or State Police Officer who are hereby made
“agents of the Commission” for this purpose. Violations of these regulations may
result in a fine in the sum of $100.00 per violation and/or court action.

1. PERMITTED USES: Walking, jogging, cross country skiing, swimming, horse
back riding, walking leashed pets, and hunting and fishing (as permitted and
pursuant to the Regulations of the Massachusetts Fisheries and Wildlife and
any posting by the Commission and/or the Department of Natural Resources).

a. Property is open 5:00 A.M. to 10:00 P.M.

2. PROHIBITED USES: Littering, unauthorized cutting or removing vegetation,
dumping of refuse or yard waste, group gatherings without prior approval of
the Commission, use of drugs, use of alcoholic beverages, introduction of any
non-native plants or animals, fires, use of paint ball guns and the use of
motorized vehicles.

a. Only official vehicles will be permitted. The prohibition applies to all
motorized and unauthorized vehicles whether powered by
gasoline/diesel/propane.

b. Fires are not allowed. A waiver may be granted by the Commission
when application for a fire is made in writing and is subject to approval
by the Fire and Police Departments.

Adopted: March 16, 1989
Reviewed and revised: March 17, 1999 and March 2, 2000 and 1/8/04 and 6/3/04
Reviewed and reissued: March 18, 2010






