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Town of Bourne Zoning Board of Appeals 

                                                     Meeting Minutes 

                                         Town Hall Lower Conference Room 

                                       24 Perry Ave., Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 

               April 4, 2018 

I. Call to order 

Chair Amy Kullar called to order the meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals at 7:00 

PM on April 4, 2018. Ms. Kullar explained under M.G.L., Section 40A, all appeals 

must be filed within 20 days of the filing of the decision with the Town Clerk.  

Ms. Kullar announced the meeting was being recorded and asked if anyone in the 

audience was recording the meeting to please acknowledge such to the board. She 

noted Carol Mitchell was recording the meeting. 

II. Members Present: Amy Kullar, Wade Keene, Timothy Sawyer, and Associate 

Members, Kat Brennan and Chris Pine. 

Members Excused: John O’Brien, Harold Kalick and Associate Member, Deb Bryant. 

Also Present: Roger Laporte, Carol Mitchell, Cheryl Ciampa, Stephanie Teller and 

Peter Riley. 

Kat Brennan will be writing the Decisions. 

III. Agenda Items 

1. Approval of Minutes – Ms. Kullar entertained a motion to approve the minutes of 

the February 21, 2018 meeting. Mr. Sawyer moved, Ms. Brennan seconded to 

approve the minutes of the February 21, 2018 meeting. With no discussion, the 

motion carried. 3-0-2. Mr. Keene and Mr. Pine abstained. 

Sitting on the hearings; Wade Keene, Timothy Sawyer, Amy Kullar, Kat Brennan and 

Chris Pine. 

2. 5 Rolling Oaks Drive, Special Permit 2018 SP01, Special Permit sought per 

section 2200 of the Bourne Zoning Bylaw under M.G.L., Ch. 40A, Sec. 9, for the 

maintenance of an animal kennel for more than three dogs in an R-40 district. 

 

Materials - Public Hearing Notice, Assessor’s Card, Application for Special Permit, Abutters 

List, Directions, Site Photographs and a Memorandum from the Health Agent. 
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Stephanie Teller, owner of the dogs, addressed the board. She stated she owns four 

small, quiet dogs; she doesn’t run a kennel or have a kennel for them. 

Ms. Kullar explained that under the Bylaw, if a property owner has more than three 

dogs licensed at their home, it is considered a kennel and is subject to Board of Health 

regulations. An opinion was obtained from the health agent who submitted a 

memorandum relative to this property.  

Ms. Kullar read the memorandum aloud and asked Mr. Laporte if the property owner 

isn’t building a structure that will serve as the kennel, is the primary residence treated 

as the kennel? Ms. Teller interjected stating the dogs don’t have a kennel because of the 

number of coyotes in the neighborhood, explaining that she’s not building a kennel and 

the dogs don’t live outside. Mr. Riley stated the dogs are five pounds each and they 

aren’t seeking to build anything. Ms. Kullar reiterated that if a property owner wants 

more than three dogs at their residence, it is treated as a kennel.  

Ms. Teller stated the dogs have been licensed individually and the fourth dog is 

currently living on Martha’s Vineyard.  

Ms. Brennan questioned whether the applicant would be allowed to withdraw her 

application. Ms. Teller stated she requested to do that along with a refund for the filing 

fee but was told because an ad had already been placed, a refund would not be given. 

Mr. Laporte explained that the applicant may want to consider having the matter heard 

by the Board of Health.  

Ms. Teller expressed her frustration with the out-of-pocket expenses she incurred.  

Ms. Kullar suggested the applicant withdraw her application without prejudice, 

otherwise the board would have to vote on the matter. Ms. Teller questioned whether 

the vote would be in favor of her request. Ms. Kullar explained that the board was 

unable to vote in favor of the request.  

Mr. Riley expressed his dissatisfaction with the Bylaw. Mr. Laporte explained the 

purpose of the Bylaw. Mr. Riley and Ms. Teller abruptly exited the meeting. 

Public Comment – None. 

Ms. Kullar entertained a motion to close the public hearing. Mr. Keene moved, Mr. 

Sawyer seconded to close the public hearing. With no discussion, the motion carried. 

5-0-0. 
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After a brief discussion regarding the Bylaw, Ms. Kullar entertained a motion. Mr. 

Keene moved, Mr. Pine seconded to deny Special Permit request 2018-SP01. The 

motion carried. 5-0-0.  

3. 180 North Road, Special Permit 2018-SP02, Special Permit sought per section 

2200 of the Bourne Zoning Bylaw under M.G.L., Ch. 40A, Sec. 9, for the 

maintenance of an animal kennel for more than three dogs in an R-40 district. 

 

Materials - Public Hearing Notice, Assessor’s Card, Application for Special Permit, Abutters 

List, Directions, Photograph of dogs and a Memorandum from the Health Agent. 

Ms. Kullar explained the health agent provided a memorandum relative to this matter 

and read the memorandum aloud. 

Cheryl Ciampa addressed the board. She stated she does not have a kennel, explaining 

that she recues Corgis; primarily senior corgis and currently has five dogs. She 

applauds the oversight and feels it’s imperative to have regulations, inspections and 

licensing.  

Ms. Brennan questioned the language in the memorandum that pertains to a fence. Ms. 

Kullar clarified that if Ms. Ciampa planned on building a structure or a fence, a plot 

plan would be required. Ms. Ciampa stated she is not proposing any construction or 

installation of a fence. 

Mr. Keene opened a brief discussion regarding the number of rescues Ms. Ciampa has. 

She stated she doesn’t plan on exceeding the five she currently has.  

Mr. Laporte asked if she’d be amenable to a cap of five dogs. Ms. Kullar suggested not 

to exceed seven dogs. Ms. Ciampa stated she would agree to a cap. 

Ms. Kullar asked if the dogs are permanently placed with her or if she fosters some and 

rehomes them. Ms. Ciampa stated they’re permanently placed with her.  

Mr. Laporte noted there have not been any complaints received concerning the dogs.  

Public Comment – None. 

Ms. Kullar mentioned she was surprised no one from the public was present because 

according to the Planning Department, several people inquired about the application. A 

discussion ensued. 
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Ms. Kullar entertained a motion to close the public hearing. Mr. Keene moved, Ms. 

Brennan seconded to close the public hearing. With no discussion, the motion 

carried. 5-0-0. 

After a brief discussion regarding imposing a limit on the number of dogs allowed, Ms. 

Kullar entertained a motion. Ms. Brennan moved, Mr. Sawyer seconded to approve 

the Special Permit request 2018-SP02 with a condition that the total population of 

dogs shall not exceed seven. The motion carried. 5-0-0.  

4. Old Business – None. 

5. New Business –  Ms. Kullar welcomed Chris Pine to the group. 

Mr. Keene opened a brief discussion regarding 10 Harbor Way. 

6. Public Comment – None. 

 

IV. Adjournment – 

Ms. Brennan moved, Mr. Keene seconded to adjourn the meeting. With no 

discussion, the motion carried 5-0-0. The meeting adjourned at 7:26 PM. 

 

5 Rolling Oaks 

Drive- Animal Kennel 3-20-2018.pdf
 

180 North Road- Animal Kennel 3-20-2018.pdf
 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes Submitted By: Carol Mitchell   

 


