



                                                               BY LAW COMMITTEE

MINUTES    January 21, 2015
Meeting convened in the lower conference room at Town Hall

Members in attendance:    David Gay, Chairman; George Slade; Elmer Clegg, and  
Cynthia Coffin, Secretary.  

Frank Kodzis was not in attendance.

Jim Mulvey was in the audience for half the meeting.

Mr. Gay opened the meeting at 4:40 PM and stated that the meeting was not being taped.
Mr. Gay asked if there was a motion to approve the minutes of December 3, 2014. Mr. Slade and Mr. Clegg stated that they did not receive the minutes but they reviewed the copy at the meeting. Mr. Slade made a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Clegg seconded the motion. It was a unanimous vote.  Ms. Coffin stated that from now on she will forward the draft minutes to all members so that everyone will be sure to have a copy. If any corrections are suggested she will make changes and get them back out. 
Election of Officers was next.  Ms. Coffin made a motion to have Mr. Gay continue as Chairman. Mr. Clegg seconded the motion. It was a unanimous vote.  Mr. Gay suggested that Mr. Clegg serve as Vice-Chairman. Ms. Coffin made a motion to approve Mr. Clegg as Vice-Chair. Mr. Gay seconded the motion. It was a unanimous vote.  Mr. Clegg made a motion that Ms. Coffin continue as Secretary, Mr. Slade seconded the motion. It was a unanimous vote.

The next item was ‘continued review of Bylaws.’  Mr. Gay stated that he had sent a letter to the Town Clerk regarding Chapter 8, Community Preservation. Barry Johnson, Town Clerk, emailed Mr. Gay that he would ask the rest of the members of the CPA to see if they had any comments. It was supposed to be discussed on December 8th and then Mr. Johnson was supposed to present any comments at this meeting. Unfortunately Mr. Johnson was unable to attend tonight’s meeting. It was decided that this item would be continued to the next meeting.
Mr. Gay stated that he also sent a letter to the Building Inspector to see if he had any comments regarding Chapter 4 of the Bylaws regarding the Inspection Department. Mr. Laporte, the building inspector, wrote back that he had no concerns and was fine with the Chapter as it stood.  Mr. Clegg did mention that at a previous town meeting the section describing the Weights and Measures had been deleted but that there was still reference to Public Weighers in Section 4.1.1.  It was decided that Mr. Clegg would speak to the Town Administrator and the Building Inspector to see if Public Weighers were still under the supervision of the building inspector. It was stated that there was still a Sealer of Weights and Measurements but the members felt that the position was now a shared position with other Towns.  This would be looked at again with more information.  There was also discussion regarding Section 4.1.2 as to whether there were still appointments of the Public Weighers made by the Town Administrator and how long the appointments were. That section also stated that the Building Inspector appoints the Plumbing Inspector and the Gas Inspector and Mr. Clegg will find out about that. He will ask what the term of appointments are supposed to be as well. Information will be brought back to the next full meeting in February.
The next item was the School Building Committee bylaw. Mr. Gay stated that he received a letter that everything was in order for that bylaw and it had been accepted by the AG’s office. 

Mr. Slade mentioned that Monday, January26th was a Special Town meeting. There was general discussion among the members and Jim Mulvey, in the audience, about the warrant article to put a ballot question at the next Town Election to see if the Town wants to apply for membership in the MBTA. There was discussion about the costs to Bourne, etc. Then Mr. Slade mentioned that the Council on Aging bylaw was back on the warrant. This article had been postponed for further action at the last Town meeting. The Bylaw committee had made amendments to the bylaw as submitted by the COA and had put that on the previous warrant. The proposed bylaw that is in the new warrant is not the same as the one that the bylaw committee had presented. There was discussion among the members that the bylaw committee had voted to remove wording from section F that stated that the Executive Director reported to the Town Administrator, as Mr. Guerino had come before the bylaw Committee and previously stated that the reporting was done to the Board of Selectmen. The bylaw committee had also removed section G but that was back in the bylaw on the new warrant. Mr. Gay also had serious concerns as there was a section in the proposed bylaw that stated that the bylaws could be changed at a properly noticed meeting of the Board of the Council on Aging. This is contrary to the Charter and bylaws. A bylaw can only be amended at Town meeting. It was decided that Ms. Coffin would talk to Mr. Guerino, Town Administrator, on Thursday and make the By Law Committee concerns known.  The bylaw committee members said that they would not support a section that would say that a committee could amend the Town bylaw, which this section appears to be stating. 
It was decided that the next full meeting of the By Law Committee will be February 18, 2015 at 4:30 in the lower conference room of Town Hall.  The group also felt that they should meeting quickly before the Special Town meeting in case any formal votes or actions needed to be taken before Town Meeting.  Mr. Gay stated that he would post a meeting on January 26 at 6:30 to take any necessary action.  
Ms. Coffin made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Clegg seconded the motion. It was a unanimous vote and the meeting adjourned at 5:26 PM. 

Submitted by Cynthia A. Coffin, Secretary

Bylaw Committee minutes January 21, 2015

