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Chapter .[-{ 5'"

of the Acts of 2020
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

In the One Hundred and Ninety-First Geperal Court

AN ACT GRANTING AUTHCORITY TO POSTPONE 2020 MUNICIRAL ELECTIONS IN THE
COMMONWEALTH AND INCREASE VOTING OPTIONS IN RESPCNSE TC THE DECLARATION OF

EMERGENCY TQ RESPOND T0 COVID-18.

Whereas, The deferred opsration of this-act would tend to defeat its
purpose, which i to forthwith provide for the regchaduling of elections as .
result of the governor’s declaration of EmMergency to respond to COVID-19 and
to increase voting options, therafere it is hereby declared to be an emexrgency
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of  the public

convenience .

Be it enacted by the Senats and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

_BECTION 1. (a) Notwithstanding section 9 of chapter 39, sections 25 and
28 of chapter 51 and chapters 53 and 54 of the General Laws or any cthér
general or special,law or by-law to the centwary, a city or town with a
mnicipal caucus or annual or gpecial municipal election scheduled betwsen the
effectiva date of this act and May 30, 2020, may postpome such manicipal
caucus or mumicipal election in accordance with this act.

The sslect board, town council, board of registrare or ci;y council of
the city or town may vote om any day prior to the date of their acheduled
municipal cavcus or municipal election to postpome the municipal caucus or
manicipal election te a date certain on or before June 30, 2020. &uch
reschaduled caucus or slaction ghall be held in accordance with all applicable
election laws except as otherwise provided in this act.

(b) The select board, town council or eity council of a city or town
postponing a municipal cauvcus or municipal election pursuant to this act
shall, following consultation with the local election official and the chief
operating officer of the mumicipality as to 1ogistics and feasibility, vote to
reschedule the municipal caucus or municipal election. A copy of this act, the
vota of the select board,.town council or city councii and a sample ballot
shall be placed on the officlal wumicipal website not later than 20 days
befoxre the date to which the rescheduled caucus ox election has been
postponad. Notiee of such action shall be providsd to the publie in other ways
reascnably calcoulated to ensble eligible votery to learn of the rescheduled
election date and to cast ballots therein. The notice may include, but shall
not be limited to, a ‘“‘raverse-911'' call, municipal list-zerve notifications,
advertisemernt on local eable televisgion cr issuance of a press rslease sent to

local news media.
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(¢) Consistent with sectiom 107 of chapter 41 of the General Laws, an
incumbent elected official whose term would have expired at a wmunicipal ammual
town election if the slection wag not postponed pursuant te this act shall
continue to sexve in the official’s position until a successor is elected and
qualified. I

{d) If this act doss not take effect until after the date of a scheduled
municipal caucus or municipal electien during the state of emergency declarad
by the govermor pursuant to exscutive order 591, declaration of & state of
emergency to respond to COVID-19, the actions of the board of selaectmen, town
couneil, eity eouncil and local election .officials to pestpone a mundcipal
caucus or municipal- election shall be ratified, validated and confirméd as if
this act had been in élace prlor thereto,

SECTION 2. The last day to register to vote for any annual or special
municipal or state election peostponed pursuant te this act or othaerwise
postponed inrresponse to COVID-1% shall be 10 days before the date to which
the reechaduled election has besn postponed; provided, howsver, that the board
of registrars shall hold a registration session on that date mnot less than
from 2:00 PM to 4:00 EM and from 7:00 FM to 8:00 PM. The voting list to he
used at such rescheduled election shall include ali eligible voters registered
as of that date.

SECTION 3. The caucus or elgetion materials, ineluding, but not limited
to, absentes and cofficial ballets, prepared for a nﬁnicipal caucus or any
annual ér special munloipal or state elsction postponed pursvwant to this act

‘or otherwise poetponed in vesponse to COVID-19 and bearing that date shall be
used for the rescheduled caucus or election t6 the extent pragticeble. If
additional ballots are required to be printed, the ballots shall be idemtical
in form to those prepared for the original caucus or alectiom.

SECTION 4. Absentse Dallots ecast din  comnection with the original
election date for ény annual or special municipal or state elsction postponed
pursuant to this act or otherwise postponed in response to cofID—lB, whether
returned before the original slection or otherwiss, and received by the local
election official hefore ths close of polls on the date of the fescheduled
election, shall be processed in accordance with applicable law; provided,
however, that any voter who chooses to vote in persom on the date of the
rescheduled election may do so 1f thelr absentee ballot has not yet been
counted, Completed appiications ke vote by absentes ballot in the rescheduled
election shall be accepted by the board of ragistrars until 12:00 noon on the
last business day before the rescheduled election.

Por ao election held on or before June 30, 2020 any persen  taking
precautlon related to COVID-19 inm response to a declared state of amergency or
from guidance from a medical p;ofessioﬁal, local or state health official, or
any «ivil authority shall be dsemed to be unable by reason of physical

disability to east their vote in person at a polling location.
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SECTION 5. (a) Notwithstanding section 258 of chapter 54 of the General
Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, any eligible voter
may vote early by wail for any annual or special municipal or state election
held on or before June 30, 2020.

(b} Any qualified veter wanting to early wvote by maill may £ile with
their local election official an application for an edrly voting ballot. Any
form of written communication evidencing a desire to have an early voting
ballot be sent for use for wvoting at an election shall ke glven the same
effect as an application made in the Form prescribed by the state secretary.
Local election officlale shall send early voting by meil ballots to those who
have applied as soon as ballots are avallable. No application shall ba deemsd
tc be seascnably filed unless it iz received in the office of the local
election offieial before noen on ths last business day before the date on
which the rescheduled slecticm is held.

() Local =lection officizls may substitute absentse ballots for early
voting ballote for thoge voters requesting to vote early by mail in municipal
elections. An early veting ballot or aﬁsentee ballot substituted for an early
voting ballot, aleng with an envelops bearing  an affidavit as get forth in
sectién 258 of chaptef 54 of the General Laws, shall be provided to each
qualified voter who participates in early voting by mail.

{d) The local election officiale shall cause to be placed on the voting
lists opposite the name of a qualified voter who participates in early votilnyg
the letters 'RV’ designating an early voter.

(e) The counting of early voting ballots ‘skall be conéistent . with
section 25B of chapter 54 of the General Laws and implemented regulations to
the extent practicabls. All envelopes referred to in this section ghall be
rotained with the ballots cas£ at the election and shall be preserved and
destroyed in the manner provided by law for the rétention, praservation or
destruction of official ballots.

(£} _All early voting ballots voted by mail shall be received by the towﬂ
clexk kefore the hour fixed for closing the polls on the date on which the
rescheduled election is held. Warly voting ballets cast under the authority
of this section shall be processed at the polls in a maonsr consistent with

that sat forth in said secticn 28B of =zaid chapter 54.
House of Representatives, March .23 , 20z0.

Preamble adopted, ' ’ <:j;%;%{£2229~¢§) A—, Speaker.
. TFM A

In Senate, March A3 , 2c20.

Prazamble adopbed, jL ;:>X<:::) . President.
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Bil) passed to be snacted,

Bill passed to be snacted,

Approved,

ﬂ(@""&" 01\5 , 2020.

House of Representatives, March Z\f}

; 2020,

6:&)‘ W& Mﬁﬁf Speaker.

3%, 2020,

In Sepate, Ma

IR &

at C( otalock and {?mlnutes,

%DW

Governor.

President.




